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experience, and it can come only through the heart and not
the intellect. The  intellect,   if anything, acts as a barrier
in matters of faith."
Harijan, 18-6-1938                                                        M. D.

59
MESSAGE TO CHINA

Prof. Tao would not go without a message from Gandhiji
for the people of China. He explained that even a non-
violent message would be welcome, for the Chinese were
not averse to non-violence. They were engaged in a war
of self-defence, but in other respects they were observing
non-violence. Thus they would never touch non-combatants*
They had no enmity against the Japanese people. On
May 20 Chinese planes had flown over Japanese towns,
and they might easily have spread death and destruction
among the people of Japan in retaliation for the bombing
of so many Chinese ports by Japan. But instead of raining
bombs they rained handbills and leaflets showing the wrong
of the war. It was a unique phenomenon, for, as Dr. Kung
had said, "We refrained from purely humanitarian grounds;
our enemies are not the Japanese people but the Japanese
militarists." In this., said Prof. Tao, they were but following
tiie principle of non-violence.

"But," wrote Gandhiji in reply, " the self-inflicted
restraint will not last when the real stress comes. The
temptation will be irresistible. I shall not be surprised.
It is inevitable. There is no love in war. We have got to
come to the conclusion that there is to be either complete
non-violence or undiluted violence. Is not this enough
message?"

Prof. Tao wondered if some day the Chinese might
expect to have Gandhiji in their midst.

"I almost came to your country, " wrote Gandhiji,
" when those who had invited me had to stop me from
going owing to the disturbances that had taken place. I
do want to see peace reigning in your land during my